
Simply put, CACIF cannot continue destroying Guatemala

by Claudia Virginia Samayoa 

“We simply did not stop investigations or prosecutions because the person named could have 
economic, political or other power. I judged in the same way high-profile people and others 
who are not considered as people of power in the social structure.” (El Faro, 03/21/22) That is 
Erika Aifán's answer to the question of why the Guatemalan elite hate her.

Judge Erika Aifán clearly recognises, as a factor that triggered the attack against her, the 
situation in which eight well-known businessmen found themselves being connected to illicit 
electoral financing. A strategy of delegitimisation, harassment and criminalisation, promoted by
them, has pushed an independent judge into exile, simply for complying with constitutional 
obligations. 

In a very simple way, the judge tells us what we all know: the Guatemalan oligarchy is behind 
these and other human rights violations. A few days before the announcement of the judge’s 
resignation, several media outlets published a series of investigations showing the relationships 
between the companies of the Fénix Mine, in El Estor, and acts of corruption, contamination 
and human rights violations. Several emails, alone, show how the mine knew it had polluted 
the Rio Dulce.

The involvement of the Guatemalan elite, and its companies, in the deterioration of the Rule of 
Law and of Democracy, is not hidden away in e-mails but in plain view in Public 
Communications and the positions of CACIF and/or the Chamber of Industry. It is so evident 
that the Council of the Americas (CSA) – an organisation that favours economic relations in the
region – suspended a public event organised for the end of this month to promote investment in
Guatemala, as a reaction to the condemnation issued by CACIF to the presence of the US 
Ambassador observing one of the cases against Judge Aifán. Paradoxically, the last time the 
CSA suspended an activity in Guatemala was in July 1954 for fear of the 'red menace'.

CACIF forgets that it cannot continue violating human rights in Guatemala without their 
associated companies suffering consequences. Guatemala adopted, more than a decade ago, the
Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights that define the obligations of national 
companies to respect human rights. The principles simply state that the company is responsible 
for human rights violations when it directly generates the harm, or contribute to it, through its 
activities, its products or its business relationships. 

Companies associated with CACIF would do well to assess how their participation in this 
membership body is leading to human rights violations. For for the international financial 
system, Europe, and the big transnationals, that is a reason to suspend their relations with 
companies. 



CACIF knows that this is its Achilles heel. I recently received the notice of a Postgraduate 
Diploma in Human Rights, promoted by the University of the Isthmus and the business 
association, that had at its core, the idea that companies also have human rights! The Guiding 
Principles are clear. Companies have responsibilities to fulfill rights and cannot use the defense 
of their rights as an excuse. Recently, a Guatemalan hydroelectric company learned through a 
sanction from an international bank, that the human rights of communities cannot be violated 
by claiming the rights of the company. Simply put, CACIF cannot continue destroying the Rule
of Law without their being consequences.
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