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Concerns About Guatemala's Attorney General Election Process
We, international organisations, are concerned about the increasing deterioration of Guatemala's justice 
system, and the way in which the nature of the Public Prosecutor's Office (MP) is being distorted. 
Instead of strengthening investigations and prosecutions against corruption networks and organized 
crime structures, the MP is being used to persecute agents of justice, journalists and human rights 
defenders committed to the fight against corruption and the defence of human rights. This has caused 
more than 20 former justice officials to go into exile.

We are closely following the election process for the next attorney general and are concerned that 
among the candidates are several people close to President Alejandro Giammatei, which compromises 
the independence and impartiality of the next attorney general, María Consuelo Porras, who is seeking 
re-election after being sanctioned by the U.S. government for obstructing justice, and because different 
social sectors have demanded her resignation due to the criminalisation of agents of justice, 
independent journalists and human rights defenders. 

We hope that the Nomination Commission will take seriously the objections that civil society 
organisations have raised against candidates with direct ties to President Giammatei and people with 
vested interests in justice. It is important that the Nomination Commission objectively evaluates the 
ability, independence and ethics of all candidates, as established by Guatemalan law and international 
standards.

The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the 
Independence of Judges and Lawyers have repeatedly made recommendations to Guatemala on the 
importance of guaranteeing objectivity, openness, and transparency in the election processes of the 
Attorney General and high court judges in the country.

Lastly, we express our disagreement with the recent resolution of the Constitutional Court (CC) 
annulling the election of Judge Gloria Porras to join the constitutional court. Judge Porras was 
legitimately elected by the Superior University Council of the University of San Carlos, in March 2021,
and has been systematically prevented from taking office, in retaliation for her independent work 
during the two periods in which she served as CC magistrate. This resolution increases the deterioration
of the justice system in Guatemala, and so puts at risk access to justice for the entire population.
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